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Eighteen years ago, in the summer of 2002, the SDFD acquired a 
Bell 212HP helicopter, which was soon followed by the Bell 
412EP.  Copter 1 & 2, as they would come to be known, would be 
the start of one of the most successful municipal aerial 
firefighting operations in the state.  

So if your answer is 103 years? then you?d be right!

Of all the legendary images displayed around the firehouse 
museum, there has always been one in particular that has 
intrigued me.  As a lifelong aviation nut I?ve always been 
fascinated by the lone photo of San Diego Fire?s first fire chief, 
Chief Engineer Louis Almgren, Jr., standing next to a Curtiss 
Model F flying boat labeled as ?Aerial Truck No. 1, San Diego Fire 
Dept.?  Having pored through countless photos and newspaper 
articles in the museum, there didn?t seem to be much more than 
that one image memorializing that brief but interesting moment 
in time.
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Recently I stumbled across another clue to the story.  In the September, 1917 
issue of a German aviation magazine named Deutsche Luftfahrer-Zeitschrift, 
(see photo below? it literally translates into German Aviation Magazine), an 
article was written about Chief Almgren and his innovative aerial firefighting 
vehicle.  I found it incredible is that a magazine from a country a quarter-way 
around the world from San Diego, that was in the middle of World War I? with 
the United States as one of its enemies? would be interested in this story.  It?s 
a testament to the power of Chief Algren?s idea.

In that article it states that in June, 1917 the chief had made an agreement 
with a local flying school to utilize the aircraft to assist in battling fires in the 
waterfront area of San Diego.  The flying boat was equipped with chemical 
extinguishers that would be discharged from the air, as well as with a 
spotlight for night operations.
Unfortunately, it appears Aerial Truck No. 1 was never used on an incident, 
and it, like Chief Algren?s legendary SDFD fireboat, the Bill Kettner, it has faded 
into history. They are both, fortunately, permanently memorialized on the 
walls of the San Diego Firehouse Museum.

So? some questions are answered? but much of Aerial Truck No. 1 is still a 
mystery. Interestingly, this research revealed a couple other interesting SDFD 
aviation stories, which will follow in subsequent newsletters. 
It?s funny to note that 103 years later we are still working on the chief?s desire 
for the use of fixed-wing aircraft in night firefighting operations.

September 1917 
German Aviation 

Magazine
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President's Notes
Kevin McWalters

I hope everyone is doing well while we all continue to navigate through these unprecedented 
times. 

We continue to monitor State & Local updates for reopening the museum and will keep you 
informed of our status. Our main concern is to protect our volunteers/visitors and we are 
prepared to reopen when we are given the green light. We will continue to monitor the 
situation and only resume operations when it is safe to do so.

On behalf of the executive board we want to extend our sincere appreciation to all first 
responders, hospital staff and our volunteers who are engaged in protecting the citizens of 
San Diego during these historical times.

Our hearts and positive thoughts are obviously with you and your families.  We look forward 
to the future when we can once again resume normal activities/events at the museum and 
come together as we have in the past. 

 If I or the museum can be of any assistance to you or your family, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.
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Executive Director's Report
Captain Mike Colafrancesco

I would like to thank our retiree and civilian members for their overwhelming response in 
renewing annual memberships.  Without the monetary commitment of our members, the 
museum could not function.  We truly appreciate your support.

Currently the Firehouse Museum still remains closed to the public.  We are taking this time 
to complete a variety of projects.  In addition to display upgrades, we repaired the leaky roof 
over the September 11th Hallway.  We are working on cataloging all of our archives and 
moving them into digital formats.  I anticipate this project taking a significant amount of 
time; however it is very important in protecting our historical documents.

A couple of years ago, the Firehouse Museum acquired old Foam 28 (1958 Pirsch).  I am 
beginning the process of overhauling the apparatus and turning it into a parade rig.  If you 
are interested in helping, please email me at the address below.

I would like to give a huge thank you to our volunteers who assisted with rehabbing our side 
lot.  While maintaining mask and social distance requirements; the volunteers worked in the 
hot sun to remove weeds and trash from the area.  As always, we are very grateful for their 
dedication and support.  Several volunteers are participating in SDFD's upcoming hiring 
process.  We wish them success in their career endeavors.

I am hopeful that the museum will re-open to the public in the next couple months.  We 
have established a health check system to keep both our volunteers and guests safe.

Please contact me at sdfirehousemuseum@gmail.com with any questions/concerns.

Thanks for your continued support.
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The San Diego Firehouse Museum was very proud to make a 
large donation to the San Diego Food Bank.  The donated items 

are going directly to San Diego children in need.
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Questions 
?

FOR INFORMATION 
on membership and/or these events, visit 

www.sandiegofirehousemuseum.com 
or contact us at: 

phone: 
619-232-3473 

email: 
sdfirehousemuseum@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE:

Museum events are emailed out to our membership.  If you are not receiving emails, 
or would like to add another email address (i.e. spouse's email) to the database; 

please email sdfirehousemuseum@gmail.com.

The director 's goal is to increase communication with an updated email list.


