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This article is the third of a three part series about the history of 
the San Diego Naval Training Center (NTC).   

After World War II ended, the San Diego Naval Training Center 
(NTC) continued to expand.  By 1965, the base had dramatically 
grown to support the United State Military efforts around the 
world.  A new gallery, with four dining halls, was constructed.  
The gallery served 24,000 daily meals to over 1,800 people; and 
utilized 350 mess cooks to accomplish this task.  By 1970, over 
20,000 San Diego residents lived or worked at NTC.  
Approximately 50,000 recruits were training annually.  The base 
benefited the San Diego economy by spending $3.7 million 
dollars on utilit ies, contract services and goods on an annual 
basis.

Empty Preble Field on November 19, 1993.  Final graduation 
day held at NTC.
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As the cold war began to end in the 1980s, the military started to 
downsize.  In 1992, the United States Navy began a realignment program 
regarding its bases.  The Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
(BRAC) recommended the closing of NTC in 1993.  Consequently, 
September 30, 1993 was the last day that NTC accepted new recruits.

On November 19, 1993 the final recruit graduation ceremony occurred on 
Preble Field.  Company 215, consisting of 429 sailors, was the last class to 
graduate.  Over its tenure, NTC graduated 2,082 classes of United State 
Navy Sailors.  

In December 1993, the first buildings on the base began closing their 
doors. The Camp Nimitz buildings (which would later become know to 
SDFD personnel as the ?H? barracks) were the first part  of the closure.  
San Diego Mayor Susan Golding quickly formed a task force to make 
recommendations for the reuse of the NTC property.  In 1995, the City of 
San Diego and U. S. Navy entered into a lease agreement that allowed the 
city to use 67 acres and approximately 75 buildings on the property. This 
agreement allowed the City of San Diego to sublease several parts of the 
property to other city departments (San Diego Fire-Rescue Department), 
small businesses and non-profits.  On April 30, 1997 the U. S. Navy 
officially ceased all military operations at NTC.

Company 215 was the last graduating class the base would 
ever produce.
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The development of NTC has dramatically increased since the initial 
lease agreement in 1995.  Many of the original buildings and 
historical sites still remain.  After the base closed, a historic portion 
of the property was registered as a National Historic Landmark by 
the National Park Service.  This designation kept the buildings 
constructed between 1921 and 1949 preserved; including, the USS 
Recruit, Preble Field, Sail Ho Golf Course, Ingram Plaza flagpole and 
49 buildings.  Throughout the property today, there are several 
constant reminders of the Naval Training Center and the thousands 
of sailors who trained there for over 70 years.

Information for this article was compiled from the following books:

San Diego?s Naval Training Center 

by Jennifer A. Garey  2008

I?m at the U.S. Naval Training Center 

by Paul B. Lowney 1955

Recruits marching on Preble Field at the height of base 
expansion in 1965.
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It is with regret that the FDNY Retiree?s of California announce the passing of its 
former president John ?Jack? Toale.  Jack passed away at a nursing home in 

Middletown , N.J. he was 84 YOA.   After a tour of duty with the United States 
Army he was appointed, as a Probationary Firefighter, to the Fire Department, 

City of New York .

Following his career as a firefighter with FDNY and upon moving to San Diego 
he was a proud member of the FDNY Retiree?s of California eventually becoming 

its president.  He was very proud of his collaboration with Pioneer H & L on 
planning, providing and implementing the largest, on the west coast, 9/11 

Memorial Service aboard the USS Midway and the subsequent reception at the 
Firehouse Museum.

When first appointed to the FDNY he was assigned to an engine company in 
Coney Island . He later transferred to Ladder Company 120 in the busy 

Brownsville section of Brooklyn . His career was cut short when one summer 
evening Ladder 120 responded to a blazing second alarm where a flashover 

occurred sending Jack head first down a portable ladder to the pavement some 
20 feet below. He spent considerable time in the hospital. However, it should be 

noted that prior to the fire Jack stood 6?1? and following his discharge from 
rehab he was 5?3?.  Jack donated all his turtle neck sweaters to Father Joe?s 

Village, downtown.

He started a second career with the Navy in Point Loma as a Safety Supervisor 
where he applied his considerable judicial skills to resolving disputes between 

employee?s who wanted the thermometer on 72 and others who insisted on 68.

As Jack makes his way down the heavenly hallway he will be missed by the 
firefighters of FDNY and the members of Pioneer H & L.
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President's Notes
Kevin McWalters

I hope everyone is doing well while navigating through these unprecedented times. 
Back in March the executive board elected to cancel the St. Patrick?s Day breakfast 
and subsequently the parade was canceled by the City honoring the States directive 
of no public events exceeding 250.  

Additionally, we wanted to protect our volunteers and the museum suspended 
operations on March 13 until further notice.  We will continue to monitor the 
situation and only resume operations when it is safe to do so.

On behalf of the executive board we want to extend our sincere appreciation to all 
first responders, hospital staff and our volunteers who are engaged in protecting the 
citizens of San Diego during these historical times.

Our hearts and positive thoughts are obviously with you and your families.  We will 
continue to keep you in our prayers and look forward to the future when we can once 
again resume normal activities/events at the museum and come together as we have 
in the past. 

Stay the course and continue to be strong and diligent.  

If  I or  t he m useum  can be of  any assist ance, please do not  hesit at e t o cont act  
us.
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Executive Director's Report
Captain Mike Colafrancesco

On behalf of the Firehouse Museum, I hope everyone is doing well during these 
challenging times.  The Firehouse Museum is committed to public health and safety.  
Consequently, we have closed to the public through at least June 1st.

During the closure, we are using the opportunity to overhaul several displays.  In 
addition, the museum's archives is getting a complete re-organization.

Unfortunately, the St. Patrick's Day Breakfast and Parade were canceled this year.  I 
am looking forward to next year 's event, which promises to be a fun time!

The Firehouse Museum was the voting center for the March primary election.  We are 
very proud to be an integral part of the Little Italy Community.  In addition, we host 
the Cinema Little Italy the first Saturday of each month.  The cinema plays famous 
Italian movies at 5pm.  Plan to come check it out!

As always, thanks for your continued support.  The museum could not function 
without the support of our members and volunteers. 

I am looking forward to getting back to normal operations!  

St ay safe!
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Questions 

?

FOR INFORMATION 

on membership and/or these events, visit 

www.sandiegofirehousemuseum.com 

or contact us at: 

phone: 

619-232-3473 

email: 

sdfirehousemuseum@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE:

Museum events are emailed out to our membership.  If you are not receiving emails, 
or would like to add another email address (i.e. spouse's email) to the database; 

please email sdfirehousemuseum@gmail.com.

The director 's goal is to increase communication with an updated email list.
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