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This article is the second of a three part series about the history of 
the San Diego Naval Training Center (NTC).   

In the early 1940s, the United States of America was involved in 
World War II.  Consequently, there were high demands placed 
on military training centers for quick and efficient training of 
new recruits.  The Naval Training Center (NTC) was quickly 
growing too small and suffered from overcrowding.  During the 
war, the base was home to 33,000 men, including 
approximately 25,000 recruits at any given time.  Once recruits 
graduated from D Camp, they moved to the official barracks.  
The barracks were so crowded, that recruits slept in hammocks 
strung from the walls.  (pictured below) 

Since overcrowding was an 
issue, the Navy secured 
funding in 1952 to build a 
permanent recruit camp on 
the southeast end of an 
adjacent undeveloped 
property.   
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This development was named Camp Nimitz (which would later 
become known to SDFD personnel as the ?H? barracks) and would 
include 16 barracks for 3,248 sailors, a mess hall with eight 
different wings and a large parade/grinder area. (pictured right)  
Construction was completed in 1955 at a cost of $6 million.  In 
addition, a bridge to connect the properties was constructed 
across the channel at a cost of $70,000. (pictured below)

At NTC, naval recruits were taught everything from firefighting to 
wartime skills.  They learned how to ?swab decks?, row boats, and 
basic seamanship (knot tying, line handling, etc). Recruits were 
broken into 100 man companies and competed against each other 
in both physical and skill specific competitions.  

The USS Recruit was built in 1949 to teach sailors a variety of skills 
including lifeboat deployment, deck fitt ings and signal equipment 
operation on a life-like Navy ship.  In addition, sailors learned how 
to conduct night watch; with a company of recruits standing guard 
on the ship from 2000-0800 hours each night.  Recruits often 
referred to the vessel as the USS Neversail, since it is moored in a 
sea of asphalt.  The USS Recruit is the only officially commissioned 
non-sailing ship in naval history and can still be observed at the 
southern most end of the base.  
It is both a California and 
National Historic Landmark.
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One of the more exciting training classes was gas instruction.  
Recruits were placed in a room, with gas masks, and tear gas was 
introduced. (pictured right)  They would be required to operate 
the masks and eventually remove them prior to exiting the 
building.   Over the years, the Navy would test new gas masks on 
recruits.  The San Diego Fire-Rescue Department Training Facility 
Computer lab is an old gas instruction chamber.

In addition to training, the recruits received liberty or time off.  
The base had a swimming pool for both training and recreation, 
boxing ring and an open air movie theater.  In addition, recruits 
had access to dentists, doctors and religious services on the base.

The food at the Naval Training Center was highly regarded.  At its 
highest level of activity, the food operation was the third largest in 
the Navy.  Three galleys served an average of 6,445,000 meals per 
year.  Navy cooks, or mess management specialists, handled the 
day to day operations.  Food items included ?FrankFurters, 
Cheese and Bacon?, pineapple upside down cake and fresh baked 
bread. (pictured below)  The NTC mess won several awards and 
several of its personnel went on to cook at the White House.

To be continued? ? ?

Information for this article was compiled from the following books:

San Diego?s Naval Training Center 

by Jennifer A. Garey  2008

I?m at the U.S. Naval Training Center 

by Paul B. Lowney 1955
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Hope you all had a safe and enjoyable summer! At our last board meeting we 

approved a few changes at the museum regarding hall rentals; 

- We will no longer allow alcohol to be served at hall rental events during 

normal business operating hours unless previously approved. 

- There will be no bands allowed during hall rental events.

These changes were made due to previous events causing conflicts within normal 

operating business hours and also to not inconvenience our many neighbors. 

This year will be relocating the venue for the Christmas Ball (Hyatt La Jolla) and it?s 

going to be a blast!  We will be adding live music and I would grab a ticket early!  The 

event will take place on 12-21-19.  

Hope to see you there!

The mission of the PH & L is to preserve the past, capture the present for the future 

and this is all accomplished by your support and membership.  The driving force 

behind the museum is the ?Volunteers?.  

If you or know of someone that has the desire to become a part of our team, please 

contact Mike at the museum. 
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Executive Director's Report
Captain Mike Colafrancesco

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer.  We stayed busy at the museum hosting 
many events.  Several members had retirement parties at the museum.  As a 
member, you are entitled to half off the hall rental fee.  In addition, the museum was 
the site of the 2019 Old Timer 's Luncheon.  This well attended event gave retirees the 
opportunity to share stories and catch up.  I would like to thank museum volunteer 
Chuck Brookes for his tireless efforts in helping to ensure its success.

The museum is hosting several events in the coming months.  On October 25th from 
5:30p-7:30p, the Little Italy Association is hosting their annual Trick or Treat 
celebration.  The Firehouse Museum is one of the corporate sponsors.  Bring your 
litt le ones by the museum for candy and take them trick-or-treating through Little 
Italy.  Go to Trick or Treat on India Street /  Events / Little Italy San Diego for more 
information.  

The museum is hosting our own Halloween celebration and movie night on October 
26th.  Come by for beer, pizza, popcorn, candy and more.  This event is free to 
members.  Be sure to wear your Halloween costume.  Please see the attached flyer 
for more information.  

Our annual Christmas Family Day is scheduled for December 7th.  This popular event 
is highlighted by a visit from Santa.  Save the date, more information will be sent out 
soon.  In addition, tickets for the 2019 Firehouse Museum Christmas Ball on 
December 21st will go on sale October 1st (please see attached flyer).  We are very 
excited about this year 's event.  It includes a new venue with outdoor cocktail 
reception, and live band.  

Please try and attend the above events.  As members, your monetary support is what 
makes them possible.  In addition, without strong attendance it is challenging for 
these events to continue.

Thanks for your continued support

Please contact me at sdfirehousemuseum@gmail.com with any questions.
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On August 28th, the museum was the 

site of the 2019 Old Tim er 's 

Luncheon .  

A special thanks to the San Diego 

Fireman's Relief Association for 

coordinating an awesome event!
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?The Firehouse Museum 

proudly hosted the annual 

Sept em ber  11t h Mem or ial 

Dinner /Recept ion .  

A special thanks to all the 

volunteers who make this event 

possible. ?
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