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This article is the first of a three part series about the history of the 
San Diego Naval Training Center (NTC).   

San Diego?s Naval Training Center (NTC) served the United 
States Navy for approximately 70 years.  In the early 1900s, San 
Diego was experiencing a high level of growth.  Many were 
hoping that San Diego would be the first port of entry for ships 
that were traveling through the newly finished Panama Canal.  
San Francisco and Los Angeles were also competing for the 
port designation.  Both cities had excellent harbors and were 
major railway hubs.  In comparison, San Diego?s Harbor was 
largely marshland; very different than how it looks today.

In 1915-1916, San Diego hosted the Panama-California 
Exposition to celebrate the opening of the Panama Canal.  
Although the event was a success, it did not bring enough 
financial support for San Diego to compete against Los Angeles 
and San Francisco.  Ironically, the white engine housed at the 
Firehouse Museum is one of three purchased for the Exposition.
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At the same time, Congressman William Kettner was actively 
?courting? the United States Navy.  He believed a strong Navy 
presence would bring the financial growth San Diego would need 
to prosper.  Ultimately, in addition to economic growth, the Navy 
played an intricate role in the development of San Diego?s Harbor.  
They dredged the area and created the water infrastructure 
needed to turn marshlands into the San Diego Harbor that we 
enjoy today.  Congressman Kettner worked in conjunction with 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin Delano Roosevelt to bring 
the Navy to San Diego, beginning with the Naval Training Center.

Prior to the Naval Training Station being built, Naval training was 
conducted in Balboa Park (site of the Panama-California 
Exposition).  During the height of World War I Balboa Park was 
leased to the Navy for $1 a year.  Each class consisted of 5000 
men and lasted 16 weeks.  Graduations were held in the area 
directly north of the Spreckels Organ Pavilion.

On June 1, 1923 the Naval Training Station was commissioned.  It 
consisted of four barracks, mess hall, fire house, pump house and 
headquarters building.  This area is part of Liberty Station today.  
On October 27, 1923 the Naval Training Station was dedicated.  
Detention camp (D camp) was constructed to train new recruits.  
Trainees  spent three weeks at the new facility.  The Navy?s goal 
was to ?transfer young boys into men.?  This involved the issue of 
new uniforms, haircuts  and intense training.  D Camp consisted of 
tents with wooden floors and walls, covered with a canvas top.  
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The D Camp tents remained through 1932, when permanent 
structures to house the recruits were built.  In 1921, the Navy 
began the process of dredging the harbor.  This project took 60 
years to fully complete.  The majority of the work took place 
between 1920-1940.

To be continued? ? ?

Information for this article was compiled from the following books:

San Diego?s Naval Training Center 

by Jennifer A. Garey  2008

I?m at the U.S. Naval Training Center 

by Paul B. Lowney 1955
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Hope your summer is off to a nice start! The 2019 St. Patrick?s Day Parade was 

another great success and it was nice to see so many new faces in attendance.  

Additionally, we hosted a dinner for Chief Stowell and it was a pleasure to 

welcome him back and appreciated him sharing his goals for the department.

This year will be relocating the venue for the Christmas Ball (Hyatt La Jolla) and 

it?s going to be a blast!  My suggestion is to grab a ticket early and its on for 

12-21-19.  Hope to see you there!

The mission of the PH & L is to preserve the past, capture the present for the 

future and this is all accomplished by your support and membership.  The 

driving force behind the museum is the ?Volunteers?.  If you or know of 

someone that has the desire to become apart of our team, please contact 

Mike at the museum. 

I would like to welcome Jeff Williams to the executive board.  Jeff was a 

volunteer at the museum and now as a Captain assigned to training will be a 

very positive addition to our team.  Welcome aboard Jeff!

Recently we have had numerous retirement events at the museum and its 

always a pleasure to see those that have retired and share some old stories.  

One of the topics that was buzzing is what this fire season will bring.  I 

remember one fire team meeting many years ago where a predictive weather 

services chief made the statement ?2-4 years of drought followed by an 

average or above average rain season is the year that we need to be cautious 

and diligent.

Until next time stay safe and have an enjoyable summer!
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Executive Director's Report
Captain Mike Colafrancesco

The Firehouse Museum continues to progress in a positive direction.  Our front 
display remodel is near completion.  The new area has doubled the display 
square footage for artifacts.  We are also working on a new museum guide.  
Visitors will be able to download the guide to their mobile devices when they 
tour the museum.

I will be sending out the annual membership renewal forms for our retired 
members in June.  This year, you will be able to pay via check or through 
PayPal.  More information will be in your membership renewal letter.  

Several of our active members are retiring in June.  Congrats on your well 
deserved retirement!

Information about our Christmas Ball is in the newsletter.  Please save the date.  
We have a new venue and a band.  It promises to be a fun filled event.  Ticket 
sales will begin in October.  More information will be sent out via email.

I am always looking for volunteers.  If you or someone you know is interested 
in volunteering, please have them email me at 

sdfirehousemuseum@gmail.com.

Thanks for your continued support!
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The City of San 

Diego recently 

honored its Fire and 

Police Departments 

with displays in the 

City Administration 

Building.  The 

Firehouse Museum 

provided artifacts 

that were enjoyed by 

visitors throughout 

March and April.

Chief Stowell speaks at a 

museum dinner in March.  The 

dinner was to welcome him as 

San Diego Fire-Rescue 

Department 's new Chief.
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Annual 

St. Patrick's Day 

Parade Pancake 

breakfast at the 

Museum.  
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